Autumn 2011 Newsletter

In this issue:
page 1 Mandate of the Mont O'Brien Association;
Year 2011 AGM; Thanksgiving Family Hike.
page 2 Mary Haydon Trail improvement, summer 2011;
Interesting plant, animal, and fungal species.
page 3 Biodiversity Reserve--BAPE hearing coming;
How to become a member of the Association.
page 4 Board member coordinates.

Website: www.montobrienassociation.org

The Mandate of the Mont O’Brien Association:
- to maintain the wilderness environment of the
Mont O'Brien area by protecting the numbers
and varieties of flora and fauna,
- while providing educational opportunities and
recreational access to the forests, lakes, rivers
and hills.
2011 Annual General Meeting
The AGM was held May 22, 2011. Robert Bergeron chaired
the meeting, and Deb Powell recorded.
Two new board members were elected, Linda Milford of
Danford Lake (Lindale Gardens), and Ron Laflamme, an
active member of the Kaz community. John Edwards
stepped down with thanks for his role as 2010-2011 Board
Treasurer.
Board meetings are held in Danford on the second Friday
evening of each month. See page 4 for co-ordinates of board
members.

Come to the
Eighth Annual
THANKSGIVING FAMILY HIKE
Sunday, October 2, 2011
9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Parking up the hill from Ross’ Creek

The Mont O'Brien Association invites you, your family &
friends to the [Pre-]Thanksgiving family hike on Mont
O’Brien. Come for fun & the spectacular view of the
surrounding hills and the leaves in their full fall colours.
The hike takes about 3 hours. Dress appropriately for
weather. Bring water, snack, & safe, comfortable shoes.
Volunteers will guide the hike, and provide hot tea or
coffee and pan biscuits over a fire.
Questions? Contact Kim Milford (819) 467-4077 or
Marie-Thérèse Kazeef (819) 467-2580.

View from the summit toward O'Brien Creek, Thanksgiving 2003.

Cast of characters, left to right, in Bethany Hall after the
2011 Mont O'Brien Association AGM: Ron Laflamme,
Michèle Borchers (text translator), John Edwards, MarieThérèse Kazeef, Michael Walker, Kim Milford, Lindsay Peck,
Paula Armstrong (missing: Linda Milford).

Summer of 2011: Improvements to the Mary Haydon Trail.
Photos tell the story........

We obtained a Canada Summer Jobs Grant to employ a
local student as an assistant for work on trails.
Large poplars fell on
road & trail in July.

We dug & set steps in by hand

We brushed parts of our
access road.

"Stairway to Heaven" on the Mary Haydon Trail---Courtesy of
Lindsay Peck.
We dug out a large stand of Purple Loosestrife,
an invasive plant species.

Finally, we had a lot of fun identifying plant, animal, and
mushroom species to add to the biodiversity inventory :

Blue-spotted Salamander

Amanita rubescens

Fruits of Ironwood on a fallen tree.
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Going forward in the preservation of biodiversity
The Mont O'Brien Biodiversity Reserve will be a link in a great North American network of reserve areas to help
conserve wild species and protect their possibilities of migrating over time.
The Mont O'Brien provisional Reserve presently covers about 25 square km of public land in the municipality of
Alleyn-and-Cawood, MRC Pontiac. It lies almost entirely within the watershed of the Kazabazua River, with the
exception of one area in the north-west that is in the watershed of the Picanoc River. The elevation of Mont O'Brien
is 392 m, situated in a 220-m-elevation sandy plain with bogs.
The Reserve protects habitats of several plant and animal species that are threatened or endangered
("menacée ou vulnérable"). Among these are the Northern Water-snake and the "Squaw-root", which is a food plant
that is a parasite on oak (but does not seem to harm it).
The Mont O'Brien Association was founded in the year 2000 by a group of local residents and cottagers so that
the public wanting light outdoor activities could enjoy nature there while respecting its existing biodiversity.
CPAWS-OV encouraged the Association to apply for Reserve protection under a new Québec law. The Québec
MDDEP (Ministère du Développement durable, de l'Environnement et des Parcs) granted protection in 2008 with
"Provisional Biodiversity Reserve" status. Biologists from the Québec government have begun to study the territory
and the possibility of granting Permanent Biodiversity Reserve status. Final steps in deciding status will begin in
2012 with public hearings (B.A.P.E.) for recommendations to the Québec government.
The Mont O'Brien Association will use the opportunity of the B.A.P.E. hearings to ask for a particular change in
the delimitation of the reserve territory. This will be to improve the protection of biodiversity at the same time as
increasing ecotourism value for the regional economy We believe that our recommendation will be seen positively.
Therefore 2012 will be a very important year for us!
--------Marie-Thérèse Kazeef

More Biodiversity Reserve photos:

The Grey Tree Frog (note his toe pads
for climbing) is fairly large, and chirps
from tree-tops at dusk. An inhabitant
of southern Québec, he was recently
seen only a few miles south of Mont
O'Brien. We ask members to watch
and listen for him.

The Painted Suillus mushroom, found
near Mary Haydon Trailhead (below).

A government biologist examines the
browsing of bark by moose this spring.
The moose followed our trail all the
way to the summit.
Our Mont O'Brien-type Chanterelles.

Become a Mont O'Brien Member and help to build a legacy in the Danford Lake area!
Membership forms may be downloaded from our website:
www.montobrienassociation.org
The 2011 Annual Family Membership fee includes family members 17 years & younger.
Mail the Membership form, Responsibility form & Annual membership fee ($15.00) to:

Mont O'Brien Association, P.O. Box 904, Danford Lake, Qc J0X 1P0
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Marie-Thérèse with a sign made by the Danford Lake Youth Association.
To contact a board member:
Michael Walker, President
(819) 467-2219
mhwalker@ca.inter.net
Lindsay Peck, Vice-president
(819) 467-4259
Paula Armstrong, Secretary
pda@cam.org
Ron Laflamme, Treasurer
(819) 467-4467 kazabacus@sympatico.ca

Marie-Thérèse Kazeef, Membership
(819) 467-2580
marie-theresek@sympatico.ca
Kim Milford, Municipal Council Rep.
(819) 467-4077
Linda Milford, Community Representative
(819) 467-5359

Membership forms and several years of newsletters are available on our website:
www.montobrienassociation.org
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