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Mandate of the Mont O’Brien Association: 
 
- to maintain the wilderness environment of the 
Mont O'Brien area by protecting the numbers 
and varieties of flora and fauna, 
 
- while providing educational opportunities and 
recreational access to the forests, lakes, rivers 
and hills. 
 
The Mont O'Brien Association is a Québec- 

registered non-profit organisation 
 

To contact a board member: 
 

Michael Walker, President 
(819) 467-2219 

mhwalker@ca.inter.net 
 

Lindsay Peck, Vice-president  
 (819) 467-4259 

 
Paula Armstrong, Secretary 

pda@cam.org 
 

John Edwards, Treasurer 
(819) 467-5473 

 
Marie-Thérèse Kazeef, Membership 

(819) 467-2580 
marie-theresek@sympatico.ca 

 
Kim Milford, Municipal Representative 

(819) 467-4077  
 Website: 

www.montobrienassociation.org 
 

 

First Annual 
 Winter Fun Afternoon 

Sunday, March 13, 2011 
12:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Parking at the gate on  Highway 301, west of Danford 
5 km snowshoe or ski to Lake O'Brien 
Trail has been smoothed and marked  

2011 Annual Membership $15  
 Bonfire and hot snack ($2+) at the lake 

 

 
 

The Mont O'Brien Association invites you and your 
family to snowshoe or ski with us to Lake O’Brien. 
Experience a whole new view of mont O'Brien and the 
lake.  Guided for safety.  Join the Association for the 
2011 year ($15) at the gate, bring a  friend. 

 
Questions?  Contact Kim Milford (819) 467-4077 or 
John Edwards (819) 422-3638. 
 

******************************** 

 
Biodiversity reserve status also protects  the lakes.   

 



 

mont O'Brien Association Newsletter                                                         Winter 2011 
 
 

What we did last Summer 
This spring we took down hunters' signs 
at the Mary Haydon Trailhead.  We can 
post new signs to keep hunters at least 
500 metres away from hiking trails. 

We brushed trails. & 
put new flagging tape 
along Mary Haydon 
Trail. We pulled out 
invasive Purple loose-
strife at Range Lake. 
 

                                
 
 
With Chantal Picard of the 
Environment ministry, 
we identified plants; this 
continued all summer with 
animals, and mushrooms, 
and we prepared a species 
list. Many plants and 
animals at Mont O'Brien are 
very close to their northern 
limits.  The northern limits of 
others, such as "Wild 
Ginger", a  protected 
species, are only a few 
kilometres south of Mont 
O'Brien.  You can help 
protect the Reserve, and 

help make a record of climate change effects, by watching for 
species such as this & informing a 
board member. 
 
Last Fall:  We brushed Mary 
Haydon Trail, a major task, with 
Lindsay Peck.  We re-flagged the 
trail, and made better maps   
 
 
At the summit, Thanksgiving 

2010:  Marie-Thérèse 
Kazeef, Michael Walker, 
Ron Laflamme, & John 
Edwards. 

Permanent Protection: 
Progress towards permanent Biodiversity 
Reserve status for mont O'Brien:  

 
In July, ministry biologists from Québec 
City visited us to assess the mont O'Brien 
Reserve for permanent biodiversity reserve 
status. 
  The BAPE for permanent protection will 
be held in 2012.  The territory is presently 
about eleven square miles, but it may be 
slightly enlarged for better protection.  Mont 
O'Brien is public land, but logging is not 
permitted.  
  Mont O'Brien members will continue to 
have access when the Reserve is 
permanent, and they will have a role in its 
management.  Hunters and fishers will be 
able to continue their activities. 
  The Association is now represented on a 
local public lands planning panel. Under the 

new Québec Forestry Act, the MRNF (Ministry of Natural 
Resources & Wildlife) is required 
to get our opinion before writing 
logging plans on surrounding 
territory--although as of now, 
they haven't given us enough 
information on the targeted 
forests for us to give the required 
opinion.  We have requested 
more information. 
 
Luna 
moth &  

Fritillary butterfly at mont 
O'Brien, one in the forest, the 
other in the open near a beaver 
dam, feeding on Joe-Pie-Weed. 
 
  The board is planning a "bio-
diversity day" for members this 
spring, with a birds expert. 
 
  In the Fall, we will hold a 
mushroom gathering and identification day with les 
Mycologues Amateurs de l'Outaouais. We plan to have our 
Thanksgiving hike one week earlier this year, before the 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
  The board is presently applying for federal charitable 
status, which will mean that tax receipts can again be 
given for donations.    
 
  We are developing a long-term plan for compatible 
ecotourism, intended to bring economic benefits to the 
community, while .maintaining long-range protection of the 
reserve's many native plants and animals. 
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Ecotourism 
 
The term "ecotourism" has become popularized over the 
past two decades and there are plenty of debates on what 
precisely is meant by the term. Suffice it for this brief article 
that it is tourism for the enjoyment and appreciation of the 
beauty and complexity of the natural environment while 
respecting, preserving and protecting it from undue 
exploitation. 
 
Ecotourism seems increasingly popular the more urbanized 
societies become and the more we become aware of the 
dangers to our environment. Costa Rica has perhaps more 
than any other country made ecotourism its major industry. 
 
With the problems faced by the traditional agriculture and 
lumber sectors, many would argue that the future 
development of the Outaouais will increasingly be 
determined by its success in promoting tourism generally 
and ecotourism in particular.  
 
We have a magnificent and largely unspoilt natural 
environment of lakes, rivers, hills and much more fauna and 
flora than some of us realize. We are close to the major 
urban population of Ottawa-Gatineau, and we have the 
Gatineau Park as a well-established example of the 
popularity of local ecotourism. Moreover, the National 
Capital welcomes close to a million visitors each year. More 
of these could be persuaded to spend time in the Outaouais 
if the attractions and facilities were there and well marketed. 
 
The Mont O'Brien area of 24 square kilometres, with an 
interim designation by the Québec Government as a 
biodiversity reserve, should be able in time to make a 
contribution to ecotourism. Its success in this regard will 
depend on developing the reserve in ways that attract 
visitors while preserving the natural environment. The Mont 
O'Brien Association is working to achieve a basic road 
system, an extensive network of well-marked trails, good 
maps highlighting points of special interest and availability 
of guides to assist visitor groups. 

        --John Edwards  
 
 

Heritage and Tourism Breakfast 
 

A new regional activity takes place Saturday, June 18, 
2011.. It will be a breakfast and tour of towns and the 
area.  This "Heritage and Tourism Day", is sponsored by 
a new regional committee, rather than the mont O'Brien 
Association.  The mont O'Brien Association plans to 
sponsor a kiosk at the Breakfast, and will contribute 
photographs to a slide show there.  Please mark the date 
on your calendar! 
 

 
"WT's" hunting and fishing lodge, on the Picanoc River, 

Danford Lake 
 
Danford Lake Village has several active businesses and 
services: 
 
Henry Heeney Park 
Anglican Church 
United Church 
Bethany Hall 
Miljour Corner Store 
Roger Johnson's Garage prop. Roger Johnson 
La Place (Hotel)  Prop.  Lynne Gagnon 
Lindale Gardens (Greenhouses) Prop. Linda Milford 
W.T. Outfitters Prop. Wayne Tanner 
 

 
The Anglican Church in 
Danford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The old Wilson Hotel 
(below) has a new 
owner. 
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Become A Member! 

 

Help build a legacy in the Danford Lake area, help preserve the 
biodiversity reserve, and have access to this beautiful wilderness by 

becoming a member of the Mont O'Brien Association.  
 

Membership forms may be downloaded from the web-site:  
www.montobrienassociation.org 

 
The 2011 annual family membership fee is $15.00; it includes family members 17 years 

or younger. (A separate membership is required for age 18 years+.) 
   

A $5 gate key deposit is also required, and a key/responsibility form must be signed. 
 

Mail the membership form and the annual membership fee of $15.00 (and $5 key 
deposit & responsibility form) to: 

 
Mont O'Brien Association, P.O. Box 904, Danford Lake, Qc  J0X 1P0 

 
        To contact a board member: 

 
             Michael Walker, President 

       (819) 467-2219 
        mhwalker@ca.inter.net 

 
  Lindsay Peck, Vice-president  

    (819) 467-4259 
 

  Paula Armstrong, Secretary 
   pda@cam.org 

 
  John Edwards, Treasurer 
   (819) 467-5473 

 
  Marie-Thérèse Kazeef, Membership 
   (819) 467-2580 
  marie-theresek@sympatico.ca 

 
  Kim Milford, Municipal Representative 
   (819) 467-4077 

 
 

  www.montobrienassociation.org 
 
 
 


